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Ask these questions: How do you integrate the robot into your 

team? How does the robot learn the experience your team 

already has? A few ideas on how to establish control and plan 

to use robots effectively are out there, and executives and 

counsel need to consider them not in five years, but now, as 

robots become more advanced with every passing day.

Three Legal Scenarios to Consider

Scenario 1: Suppose a data-gathering autonomous LiDAR 

robot crawls around your project on rubber tracks, goes 

upstairs on its own, and knows the AUTO-CAD layout. It records 

the progress and tolerance compliance, or lack thereof, of your 

overhead MEP (mechanical, electrical, plumbing). That robot 

can be required in your MEP specs, triggering the duty of the 

design-build MEP trade partners to use that robot and gather 

data and supply it to the general contractor and owner. In that 

vein, if the architect does not include the robot requirement 

in its draft specs, some may argue that not including it reflects 

the lack of the requisite professional skill and care ordinarily 

provided by architects working on modern, large, and complex 

projects.

Now apply a similar standard to a general contractor looking 

for the right MEP design-build trade partners. The “good-

and-workmanlike-manner” standard requires a quality of 

work performed “by one who has the knowledge, training, 

or experience necessary” performing in a manner “that is 
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