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There is no denying the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic turned the 

world on its head, but it was tough to predict just how long 

the supply chain would be impacted. A recent AEM survey of 

179 equipment manufacturers revealed that 98% of equipment 

manufacturers are still battling with an unreliable supply 

chain — and more than half (58%) are experiencing worsening 

conditions.

AEM confirmed that the two driving factors of these supply 

chain woes stem from workforce shortages and access to 

intermediate components for production. These things coupled 

together paint a stark picture, but there are reasons to be 

optimistic that supply chain challenges will start to abate over 

the course of this year.
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