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for winter. Don’t forget to grease the axle hubs, too. 

The operator’s manual will identify each grease point and 

provide recommendations for quantity and grade of grease. If 

multiple operators are using a single machine, you can flag 

less obvious grease points with orange paint to remind all 

users to perform this task. 

As with undergreasing, overgreasing can also be problematic. 

One to three shots of grease is typically plenty to do the job. 

Using more wastes money, presents a potential environmental 

hazard and can cause a considerable mess.

Once the unit is removed from storage, grease again. Grease 

can become hard and laden with moisture, so pushing the old 

out and purging with new will be sure to protect the machine.

4. Fuel & Additives

Using an anti-gelling additive in diesel fuel can improve your 

engine start-up in cold weather. This can also improve cold 

flow by preventing gelling and will even clean deposits from 

fuel injectors, combustion chambers and intake-valve deposits. 

These additives are readily available at any local dealership or 

service shop.

Change the fuel filters and fuel separator filters to be sure no 

moisture has been retained that might cause problems later 

on. Moisture in the engine can occur when the engine is hot 

and the outside temperatures are very cold.

Moisture may especially form in the fuel when the equipment 

has been sitting and can occur as quickly as one weekend’s 

time. If the fuel does begin to gel, it’s quite possible that the 

gelled fuel will clog the fuel separator.

Construction equipment fuel tanks typically have a drain plug 

in the bottom. When the unit sits for any period of time, the 

water settles to the bottom of the tank, as it is heavier than 

fuel. So, remove the drain plug and drain the tank until water 

no longer comes out. 

5. Engine Oil, Coolant & Hydraulic Oils

Change the oils in your construction equipment before and 



|  3  cmaanet.org

About the Author

Bryan Chad Parker joined Hyundai Construction Equipment Americas Inc. in 

2018 as senior product specialist and sales trainer for wheel loaders and 

compaction rollers. Before joining Hyundai, Parker spent 15 years in the heavy 

equipment industry, with 11 of those years spent working for equipment 

manufacturers. Visit hceamericas.com. 

About the Article

Republished from Construction Business Owner. Construction Business Owner 

(CBO) is the leading business magazine for contractors and is designed to help 

owners of construction firms run successful businesses. Founded in 2004, CBO 

provides real-world business management education and knowledge that is of 

real value to the owners of construction companies.

Any views and opinions expressed in this article may or may not reflect the 

views and opinions of the Construction Management Association of America 

(CMAA). By publishing this piece, CMAA is not expressing endorsement of the 

individual, the article, or their association, organization, or company.


