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Doctors take an oath to do no harm, architects don’t have 

as visceral a reminder of our professional responsibility. 

Nevertheless, we enjoy the privilege of a profession and with 

that, the responsibility to not just do no harm but to heal the 

communities that have entrusted in us. We owe it to the public 

to create designs that deliver recognized value to, and heal, the 

communities in which we build.

The global climate emergency has put the responsibility of 

the architect in clearer terms than ever before. Continuing 

to practice “business as usual” will literally threaten the 

continuation of our civilization and cause all too predictable 

human and environmental costs. We must change practice. And 

the power to change is in our hands, it is in the choices we 
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And it is not just the right thing to do it is also an opportunity 

to create long-term value for both our clients and our 

profession all through regenerative design.

Regenerative design requires both architects and clients to 

shift mindsets from the narrow and the immediate to the 

expansive and long term. It requires holistic thinking that 

utilizes computer analytics and human creativity to see 

the true life costs of an asset on the capital, operational, 

environmental, and social sides of the ledger. Regenerative 

design builds real value for stockholders and stakeholders for 

our society and our environment. It is about seeing across silos 

for the win-win opportunities, to build back better.
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For so long we’ve talked about designing buildings for zero 

impact, but regenerative design helps us think about ways 
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timber where it is available and locally sourced. Large, open 
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About the Article

Republished from HDR’s Insights Blog. 

HDR specializes in engineering, architecture, environmental and construction 

services. While the company is most well-known for adding beauty and 

structure to communities through high-performance buildings and smart 

infrastructure, they provide much more than that. HDR creates an unshakable 

foundation for progress because multidisciplinary teams also include 

scientists, economists, builders, analysts, and artists. HDR employees work in 

more than 200 locations around the world.
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